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Topics of Discussion

Mechanics of Torah Study
Examples of Torah Study
The "Window™ of the Ark
Qabalah and the Names ofl God




Mechanics of
Torah Study

The Problem of Translation
The Chumash as Study. Tool
Ihe Oral Torah

Talmud

Qabalah




Problems of Translation

English is "Objective*

Hebrew: Is “Subjective”
Atah geboor [-6lan Adenal. -- Thou are great forever Lord.
Malek Ha-elam. -- King ofi the universe.
Olam ha-yichud. -- The world of unification.

"Olam” Is here translated as "World", "Universe™ and “"Forever".
All Hebrew words represent cenceptsiover. physical objects.




The Chumash

Includes
IHebrew text of the Bible
English Translation of the same text
Rabbinic commentary in Hebrew
Rashi commentary in Aramaic

Compiled commentary in English
Primary study tool




Chumash

31/ BEREISHIS/GENESIS

6/916

PARASHAS NOACH
Noah 9 | hese are the offspring of Noah — Noah was a righteous man, perfect in his generations;
Noah walked with God. — '° Noah had begotten three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
' Now the earth had become corrupt before God; and the earth had become filled with robbery.
12 And God saw the earth and behold it was corrupted, for all flesh had corrupled ils way upon

the earth,

The 12 God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has come before Me, for the earth is filled with rob-

Decree

through them; and behold, | am about to destroy them from the earth. '* Make for yourself

ofthe  an Ark of gopher wood; make the Ark with compartments, and cover it inside and oul with pitch.

Flood

15 This is how you should make it — three hundred cubits the length of the Ark; fifty cubits its

width; and thirty cubils its height. '8 A window shall you make for the Ark, and to a cubit finish
it from abouve. Put the entrance of the Ark in its side; make it with bottom, second, and third decks.

Ibn Ezra and B'chor Shor render n7in as the history, so that
the primary subject of the chapter is not his family, but his
life story as it relates to the flood and its aftermath.

P13 — I his generations, There are different interpreta-
tions of the phrase in his generations: Some Sages maintain
that it is in his praise: Noah was righteous even in his corrupt
generation; how much more righteous would he have been
had he lived in a truly righteous generation — if he had had
the companionship and inspiration of Abraham! According
to others, however, it is critical of him — only in his genera-
tions, by comparison with his extremely wicked contempo-
raries, did Moah stand out as a righteous man; but had he
lived in the time of Abraham he would have been insig-
nificant {Rashi). Accerdingly, the righteous of each gen-
eration must be judged in terms of their own time (Sefer
HaParshiyos).

It is true that Moah was not nearly as great as Abraham, but
it is fair to say that he would have been far greater had he not
been surrounded by corrupt and immoral people.

earn-ng — With God. He feared only God, and was not
enticed by astrology, and surely not by idolatry. He walkedin
the path God showed him, for he was a prophet (Ramban).

10. ow3 ny'w — Three sons. They are not named in the or-
der of their birth. Japheth was the eldest, but Shem is men-
tioned first because Seripture enumerates them according
to wisdom, not age (Sanhedrin 69b). Once the Torah men-
tions Shem, it names Ham who was next in line; etherwise all
three would be listed out of order (Ramban), Though they
had been named above (5:32), the Torah mentions them al-
ter telling of Moah's rightecusness to indicate that he incul-
cated such behavior into his children, as well (Radak).

11-12. The behavior of people deteriorated. At first they
were comupt — being guilty of immorality and idolatry —
and they sinned covertly, before God. Later, the earth had be-
come filled with robbeny — which was obvicus to all. Then the
entire earth was corrupled, because man Is the essence of the
world, and his corruption infects all of Creation (Zohar).
Such is the progression of sin. It begins in private, when peo-
ple still have a sense of right and wrong. But once people
develop the habit of sinning, they gradually lose their

shama s A lremssrsl hahsuiar horamse tha seresnded

even the required — norm. In Meah's time, the immoral sex-
ual conduct of the people extended to animals, as well, until
they too cohabited with other species,

The Midrash teaches that they stole from one another in
petty ways that were not subject to the authority of the
courts. Though this is not the gravest kind of sin, it is morally
damaging in the extreme, because thievery within the letter
of the law weakens the conscience and corrupts the social
fabric (R' Hirsch).

13-22. The decree, God decreed that a generation that be-
haved so immorally had forfeited its right to exist, but even
then, He extended mercy to them. God could have saved
Moah in many ways. Why then did He burden him with the
task of constructing an Ark for, as the Sages teach, one hun-
dred twenty years? So that when the curious would see him
cutting down lumber and working on the Ark for so long,
they would ask him why. He would answer, "God is about ta
bring a Flood on the world because of your sins,” and they
would thus be inspired to repent . . . But'instead of seizing
the opportunity, Moah's contemporaries scoffed at him
(Rashi).

14, 7% mey — Make for . Noah was to build the Ark
himself (Abarbanel). Homiletically, he was told, "Make an
Ark to symbolize your own behavior. You remained aloof
from your compatriots, instead of chastising them and try-
ing to save them by impraving their conduct. Mow, you will
isolate yourself in an Ark with beasts and animals” (Alshich ).
Moah's failure to try and influence his generation is why the
Flood is called 03 vg, walers of Moah (/salzh 54:9), implying
that he was responsible for the Flood (Zohar).

15, Even aceording to the smallest estimate of 18inches per
cubit, the dimensions of the Ark were 450 x 75 x 45 feet =
1,518,750 cubic feet. Each of its three stories had 33,750 sq.
feet of floor space for a total of 101,250 square feet.

16, 77% — A window, Some say it was a skylight — accard-
ing to mast commentators, it was the window Moah opened
after the Flood (8:6) — and some say it was a précious stone
[that refracted the outside light to illuminate the interior
(Chizkuni}] (Rashi).

K- — And to a cubit. The Ark's reof sloped upward to a

rahit e that tha rain woaold nom aff
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PARASHAS NOACH

9-10. Noah. The ten generations from Adam to Moah had
ended in failure; mankind had stumbled into a downward
spiral until God resolved that all the inhabitants of the earth
would be wiped out, with the exception of Noah and his fam-
ily, and encugh animals to replenish the earth after the de-
struction. Like Adam, the father of the entire human race,
Moah would become the father of mankind after the Flood.
Therefore, although the Torah had listed him previously as
the last link in the genealogy of his predecessors, it mentions
him again now, since he and his children were to become the
new ancestors of mankind (Abarbanel ).

9. priy whr M1 — Moah was a righteous man. The verse began
to introduce the list of Moah's offsoring. but once he was

mentioned, Scripture praised him as a righteous man. Ac-
cording to the Midrash, the Torah means to teach that the
primary “offspring” of the rightecus are their good deeds, for
the worthwhile things that a person does are his primary
legacy (Rashi).

R’ Moshe Feinstein comments homiletically on why the
Torah likens a perscn’s good deeds to his offspring. A person
should love good deeds, the way he laves his own children,
and he should perform them out of love, not just duty. A per-
son should never disparage a good deed as being insignifi-
cant, just as he does not fail to love a child who lacks out-

standing ability. And a person should work hard to perfect
hiz deads st as he snares nn effart to heln hic childean



The Oral Torah

The Wiritten Torah (Bible) Is enly one part of the true Torah

The Oral tradition Is very rich. Attempts to put It to paper have
resulted in hundreds of volumes.

The main collections of Oral Torah are The Mishnah and the
Midrash.

TwoExamples
of
Oral Torah

Mishnah Midrash Rabbah




Sources of Oral Torah

Mishnah
Midrash Rabhah
Beit Midrash
IHaggadah
Halachah

Gemara Bava Metzia
Genesis Rabbah
Andimany, many others...




Compare Mishnah and Midrash

Mishnan

Rabbinic teachings
formulated independantly of
Scripture

Interprets ways of living and
spirituality
Detailed discussions

Midrash

Rabbinic teachings
associlated with the text of
Scripture.

Extends and interprets Torah

Short discussions and
examinations




The Talmud

A series of commentaries and discussions on Tiorah

Uses statements or guestions and'then draws on multiple
sources to create an argument

Compiled over a period of 300 years
Offers detailed and expanded discussions of various subjects

from the Mishnah, and Scripture. (Oral and Written Torah)
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Qabalah

s The spirtual/ mystical tradition of
Torah

e |s the Fruit of the Tree of Life

» Noisingle work can lbe said to
‘encapsualte™ Qabalah

A living, growing and evolving system.
One does not change It,-one adds to_lt.

e The Oabalah ferms the basis of all
\Westenn Mystery traditions

e |s ofteni called “The Tree-of Life'

o Composed of Sephiroth, (emanations
or lights) of G-d and represent Him in
all of His aspects as well as these of the
Angels and Archangels

Otz Chiim
The Tree of Life




Example 1
Noach's "Window"

Seeking the Meaning




The Problem of The "Window"

Genesis 6:16 discussing the making of the Ark
Problems of Translation

Chumash

Midrash

Talmud

Qabalanh
What can we learn? How: camn We intenpret.




Genesis 6:16

A window! shalt thou make to TRR-O8Y TN TWYN Tm

the ark, and'in a cubit shalt : L
thou finish it above; and the Mk ”‘23-77;‘?7-3 HJT?;Q

door of the ark shalt thou set DA DOWs MTE3 200

In the side thereof; with lower, Awyn oowbey oo
second, and third stories shalt S A </ P 1
thou_make It

The word Zehar (57x) IS usually translatedias
“Brilllance™ or "Radiance”. Sepher Zohar is called
the Book of Radiance or Book: of Splendour. \Why,

then, IS It here translated as Windoew2 \What other
. -




Translations of "Zohar"

JPS 1962: “Viake an opening forrdaylightin the ark...*

NIV: Make a reoeffor It..."

American Standard: “A light shall thouimake to the ark..."
New American Standard: You shall make a window: for the ark..."

The Message: "Build a roof for It..."
Jewish Publication Society: "Alight shalt thou make to the ark..."
Young's Literal: "a windew dost thel make for the ark..."
Darby liranslation: “A light shalt thou make te the ark...*
Contemporary English:*Build a reef on'the Hboat..."
New Life: "Make a window for the boat...*

New Living: “Construct an opening all'the way around the boat..."




Why “Zohar"?

Out ofi 17 different translations the word Zehar Is interpreted
as a “light* 3 times, a “Window" 7 times, a "roof” 5 times,
and an “opening™ twice.

IHebrew words

Window -- heh -- 7]
Roof -- gag - 11
Opening -- peytach -- Mifs

Why uise "zohar S if Torah meant a window: or a roof?




Check the Chumash...

ram -- A window. Some say. it was a skylight -- according to

Most commentators, it was the window Noah opened after the
Flood (8:6) -- and some say It was a precious stone [that
refracted the outside light to illuminate the interior (Chizkuni)]
(Rashi).

[Stone Chumash]




Check the Midrasnh...

XXXI: 11 — A light (Zohar) shalt thou make to the ark (VI:16)

R. Hunia and' R. Phinehas, R. Hanan and R. Hoshaia could not
explain [the meaning of ZOHAR]; R. Abba . Kahana and R. LLevi did
explain it. R. Abba b. Kahana said: It means a skylight; R. Levi said:
A precious stone. [Which provided light from itself.]

R. Phinehas said in R. Levi's name: Duning.the whole twelve
months that Neah was In the Ark he did not require thelight of the
sun by day or the light of the:moon by night, but he had a polished
gem which he'ungl up: WhHerMtwas dimrhe knew that It Was day,
and when it shenehe knew that it was night-"[Cf. Sanh. 1080.]

R. Huna said: Once we were taking refuge from [Roman] troops
In the caves of Tiberias. We had lamps with us: when they were dim
we knew that it was day, and when they shone brightly we knew that
it was night. IMidrash Rabbah]




Check the Midrasnh...

THE HOLY BOOK

Great wisdom was needed for buillding the ark, whichwas to have
space for all beings on earth, even the spirits. Only the fishes did
not have to be provided for. Noah acquired the necessary wisdom
from the book given to Adam by the angel Raziel, in which all
celestial and all earthly knowledge Is recorded.

The bookwhichiwas made of sapphires, he toek WithrRiminterthe
ark, naving first enclosed it in.a golden casket. All'tiae time' he'spent
In the ark it senved him; asa time-piece;, te  distingUishiinight fiem
day.

[Ginzberg| Legends of the Jews]




Check the Talmud...

“A window (Zehar) shalt theu make to the ark” (Gen. VI:16).

R. Johanan said: The Holy One, blessed be He, instructed
Noah, ‘Set therein pPrecious; Stenes and [ewels, se that they
may. give thee light, bright as the neen' (zoharayimj.




What can we find in Qabalah...

*..but as early as the Sepher ha-Bahir 1t [the Sepheroth]
IS relatedl to the Hebrew: sappir (“Sapphire®), for it Is the
radiance ofi God which Is like a sapphire.”

[Schoelem, Gershom Kabbalah]

{Here we can tie zohar to the sephiroth; the light to the
emanations.}




Making Connections

Noeachi placed a “light” in the ark.

This light also acted as a time piece.

The light was a precious stone.

The stone may have been a book made of sapphire.

The book of sapphire acted as a time piece.

They both are said to have radiated (emanated?) light in
order to tell time.

Thisiserved as a form ofi guidance for Noach soitnat e
Knew when it was day*and when It was night.

The light coming from the sapphire camngbe the eminations
(sephireth) of the divine radiance (zohar).

The sephiroth make up the Tree of Life, the Qabalah.
A book of sephireth woeuld then be the Qabalah.




Making Connections (continued)

During the darkest days and sunreunded by Chaos the
Qabalah (Tradition, Mysticism, Wisdom) guided Noach.

lfi the story Is didactic then perhaps we can put this light in
our own “ark™; our ewn selves.

This inner light acts as a guide for us through darkness.
The Qabalah helps us to discover and reveal that inner light
to ourselves and others.

We are assured (by the story of the Flood and therArk)thai
Py relying on this light to guide us we will always make: our

way safely through:tihérdarkness and' findsa, sale place to
land wheniit IS over.

The light within Is a gift from God (as the book was given to
Noach) and it shines the brightest when we need it most.




Example 2
What's In a Name?

Aspects of God




Qabalah As A Way Towards
Understand God

God Is evenywhere, evenything, eternal and infinite.
.. God Is beyond human comprehension.
This wholeness of God Is called Ain Seph (Boundless Light).

Evenyone has various personalities and various roles and names
assoclated with those personalities:

Mother, Sister, Daughter, Wife, Lover, Co-worker, Teacher, Eriend...
Father, Brother, Son, Husband; Lover;, Co-werker, Teacher, Friend...
You'd jprobably feel wierd It your co-workers started caling you
“Mommy™ or "Honey..
Each Sphere or Sephiroth contains a personality and “Name* of
God.
Which name of God is used In scripture tells us something about
what aspect of God Is active or being discussed at the time.




Names of God

Eh-hey-enh
AR

Elohim

=
Elohim Gibor

11 Eloah
Va-Daath

111 Tzabaoth
Elohim Tzabaoth

Shaddai El Chal
Adonal Malekh

Literally "I Am" or "I Live"
Tetragrammaton called "HaShem" or "The Name".
Merciful, powerful, projective, Masculine, Father.

God. (Elohim is the God of Genesis | and 11.)
Severe, creative, formative, Feminine, Mother.

God. Associated with Mercy.
God of Strength. Associated with Severity. Justice.

11 Eloah va-Daath (All Knowing God)

Yeheshuah (Pentagrammaton -- Messiah)
Hosts of Hashem

God of Hosts
Ever Living God
Lord King.




Tree of Life from the
Hermetic Qabalah

Shows
Sephiroth
S
Aspects
Correspondances




The Coming of the Flood

Now we return to Noach and the Flood.

Elohim) sald torNeach, “the end or all flesh. is come before Me,
the Earthi is filled with violence (hamas)” (Gen. VI:13).

Then Hashem said to Noah, “Come to the Ark, you and. all your
household, for it is you that | have seen to be righteous before

Me in this generation: (Gen VII:1)

Hamas, according to the-Midrash, includes such things as
murder, incest, robbery and ldoelotry. All ferms; ef vielence
against others. Some. sources include rape.

Elohimiis the hame-associated with the Sphere of
Understanding which stands at the tep of the Pillar of
Severity. Thus It Is that this Is the Name which dispenses
Justice.

Hashem! Is the Name associated with \Wisdom which stands
at the top of the Pillar of Mercy and grants mercies upon




Why Use Different Names?

Evenything in Terah can be seenias a lesson.
Justice must be tempered by Mercy.
Mercy must be tempered by Justice.

Excessive Merey would have allowed hamas to reign upon
the Earth. This would have, essentially, condoned the evil.

Excessive Justice would have destroyed absolutely
everything leaving nothing-insits wake.

Elohim, who decided upon' the flood Is temperediby:Hashem
We anranges to save Noach's family.asiwellfas all of the
animals.

Hashem Is the Merciful Left Hand of Ged Wiho sees a future
for the world. Elohim is the Right Hand of God who is willing
to wipe out everything It created.

Think of them as the Sword Arm and the Shelld Arm. One
protects, the other destroys.




The Lesson put Succinctly

In the Initiatory tradition of Qabalah this lesson is given
to the new Initiate In the following way:

"Study well that Great Arcanum, the proper equilibrium
of mercy and severity, foreither unbalanced is not
good; unbalanced severity is cruelty and oppression;
unbalanced mercy is but weakness and would permit
evil to exist unchecked, thus making-itself as it were the
accomplice of evil."




Conclusion

What have we learned




What have we learned

Bible study and Iinterpretation Is a venry complex and difficult
iload.

It IS a sort of detective story seeking out clues and secrets
hidden within the text.

English translations already include someone elses
Interpretations. It is important to know and to look at various
translations before making Uprene's mind about a particular
passage.

The Torah has been studied and commented on for
thousands ofi years:=Tthere.is a huge body-of wisdom
assoclated withithis study.

Qabalah, Talmud and Midrash are all valuabe tools for
exploring the Tanakh.

These tools are still available today.




My Goals

Introduce youl to: new concepts involving Torah Stuady.

Glve you tools to explore in the future.

Impart a sense of the "exploration™ invelved in Terah Study.
Created an interest in the various commentaries and
discourses on the Bible.

Introduce the idea of the Qabalah, the mystical tradition
behind all WWestern religion.

Begin a dialogue between yourselves, your faitirand
Scripture.

| hope that | have been interesting, entertaining
and, most importantly, thought provoking and
wish you all the best for the future.




